The cross-reactivity of bacteria with Legionella antisera has been described previously, predominantly with the use of polyclonal anti-Legionella immunofluorescent reagents used for the detection of Legionella spp. (7, 11) . This is believed to occur as a result of shared lipopolysaccharide antigenic determinants on the surface of L. pneumophila and other gramnegative bacteria (3) . These (10) . Our findings support this recommendation.
C. ochracea is a gram-negative, capnophilic organism which is a member of the indigenous oral flora. It has been implicated as a primary cause of gingivitis, lung abscess, and empyema (8) and can be isolated from the sputa of immunocompromised hosts (5) . It is capable of growing on media used primarily for the enhanced recovery of Legionella spp. and resembles legionellae morphologically and in its growth characteristics. Isolation of Capnocytophaga spp. from respiratory specimens may cause confusion in the microbiology laboratory, although it is isolated at a low frequency. To our knowledge, this is the first description of C. ochracea cross-reacting with L. pneumophila antisera. Potential cross-reactive epitopes common to Capnocytophaga and Legionella spp. have not been identified. The latex agglutination assay is quick, sensitive, and easy to use.
However, as in the case of fluorescent-antibody staining, it should not be used as the only method of identification of legionellae. Laboratories that use these tests to screen isolates should regard positive results as preliminary pending culture confirmation by conventional methods.
